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Lesson 9 Summary 

A percentage, such as 30%, is a rate per 100. To find 30% of a quantity, we multiply it by 
30 ÷ 100, or 0.3. 

 

The same method works for percentages that are not whole numbers, like 7.8% or 2.5%. To 
find 2.5% of a quantity, we multiply it by 2.5 ÷ 100, or 0.025. 

In the square, 2.5% of the area is shaded. 

• For example, to calculate 2.5% interest on a bank balance of $80, we multiply (0.025) ⋅
80 = 2, so the interest is $2. 

We can sometimes find percentages like 2.5% mentally by using convenient whole number 
percents. For example, 25% of 80 is one fourth of 80, which is 20. Since 2.5 is one tenth of 
25, we know that 2.5% of 80 is one tenth of 20, which is 2. 


